
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sacramento Heritage was incorporated by the City of 
Sacramento in 1975 as a 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation 
governed by a nine-member volunteer Board of Directors 

appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by the City Council. 
The board includes representatives from the City’s 

Preservation Commission, Planning Commission, Housing 
Code Advisory and Appeals Board, and the Sacramento 

Housing and Redevelopment Commission, in addition to at-
large members with expertise in preservation, history, 

housing, construction and finance. 
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The Commercial Corridor Walking Tour highlights some 
of the most important historic buildings in Sacramento 
along J and K Streets, the central spine of the city’s 
formative years.  J Street served as a major 
thoroughfare leading from the Sacramento River to 12th 
Street, where routes continued east to the gold mine 
settlements of Hangtown (Placerville) and Coloma, or 
turned north toward Auburn and Marysville.  Because J 
and K Streets were the most heavily trafficked, 
businesses were first constructed on the city blocks 
lining these streets. 

26. Merchants National Bank, 1921 [SR,CR,NR]   
 1015 7th Street 
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Handsome classical ornament and a 
corner entry distinguish this building, 
designed by the San Francisco 
architectural firm of H.H. Winner.  It is 
the oldest bank in Sacramento in 
continuous use under its original name.  
A distinctive clock flanked by classically 
derived figures graces the corner entry  

SR:  Listed as a Sacramento Landmark 
 

CR: Listed on the California Register 27. Pioneer Hall, c. 1868 [SR,CR]   of Historic Resources 
 1009 7th Street 

NR: Listed on the National Register 
Pioneer Hall was built for the Sacramento Pioneer 
Association, a group of 70 people who immigrated to 
California prior to 1850.  It is the oldest Pioneer Hall in 
California and the oldest remaining commercial building 
in downtown Sacramento.  The building’s architect was 
Nathaniel Goodell, who also designed the Governor’s 
Mansion and the Heilbron Mansion.  The canopy over the 
sidewalk was once a common feature of downtown 
buildings. 

  of Historic Places 
 

1. Cesar Chavez Park [SR]   
 Cesar Chavez Plaza Park, named after the United 

Farmworkers Union organizer, Cesar Chavez, was one of 
the original city park blocks created when Captain 
William H. Warner and Lieutenant William Tecumeseh 
Sherman laid Sacramento’s streets in 1848.  In 19th 
century drawings of Sacramento’s flooded streets, this 
was high ground.  When the City’s downtown streets 
were elevated, they were raised close to the park’s 
current grade, so today the park does not appear to be 
higher elevation.  The A.J. Stevens (Central Pacific 
Railroad’s Master Mechanic at the Sacramento Railyards) 
statue and “Moderne” William Coleman fountain are 
individually designated Landmarks with the Park. 

 

28. Capitol National Bank, 1915 [SR,CR] 
 700 J Street 

This building makes the most 
expressive and imaginative use of 
terra cotta in Sacramento, with its 
voluptuously rounded forms and 
monumental figures looking down 
from the sixth story.  Note the 
ornament above the arched windows 

of the ground floor on the J Street façade, depicting 
children riding bears.  It is the work of Sacramento 
architect Rudolph Herold, who designed City Hall and the 
Masonic Temple, which also feature creative ornamental 
terra cotta design. 

 Chavez Plaza Park Historic District 
 

2. National Pony Express marker 
 The Cesar Chavez Park features a monument to the Pony 

Express on its south side.  The monument denotes 
Sacramento’s role as the terminus of the Pony Express, 
the fastest system of overland mail system during its 
brief 18 month operation from 1860-1861. 

  
29. National Gold Bank of D.O. Mills 3. Ruhstaller Building, 1898, [SR,CR,NR] 
 and Company, 1912  [SR,CR]  900 J Street  
 631 J Street Multiple bay windows adorn the 

street facades of this three-story 
building, including a large round 
corner bay topped by a conical roof.  
Constructed for the brewer Frank 
Ruhstaller, this building originally had
a tap room on the ground floor.  The
building also had the first air 

conditioning system in California, using cool wate
pumped from the Sa

The National Gold Bank was organized in 1849 at the 
height the Gold Rush, and the present building of 1912 
was designed by the prominent Bay Area architect Willis 
Polk.  With its two-story columns, the building is one of 
the most impressive examples of the Classical Revival 
style in Sacramento. 

 

30. Sullivan Building [SR] 
 923 7th Street 

 
The Sullivan Building features a prominent polygonal 
tower, which projects from the corner of the second 
story and is surmounted by a decorative hipped cap 
which rises above the roofline of the building. Corner 
polygonal bays were common to late 19th Century 
downtown buildings.  Records indicate the Sullivan 
Building was constructed in 1857-58, which means that 
the bay was a later, Queen Anne period, addition (ca. 
1890).  Although the building has suffered many 
alterations over the years, the tower still is prominent. 

4. California Western Life Building, 1925 [SR] 
 926 J Street 

Constructed as offices for an 
insurance company, this was the first 
building in Sacramento to exceed ten 
stories.  It was designed by the 
Sacramento architect George Sellon, 
California’s first state architect.  The 
main shaft of the building is topped 
by a two-story “chateau” with a 

steeply pitched copper mansard roof.  The building 
incorporates over 532 tons of architectural terra cotta 
from the Gladding McBean Company, and interior 
decorative plaster by local

 

 
 



 

10. Masonic Temple, 1920, [SR,CR,NR]   
 1123 J Street 

Clad in brick and a unique bronze colored terra cotta, the 
Masonic Temple features 2-story tall leaded glass 
windows on the second floor and unusual, sculptural 
decoration.  Note the knights flanking the entrance and 
the cherubs in the keystones over the arched windows of 
the first floor.  This building was designed by Sacramento 
architect Rudolph Herold, who also designed City Hall and 
the Capitol National Bank.  Constructed for the five Blue 
Lodges of the Masons, the building boasted the most 
modern heating and air conditioning equipment available 
in 1920. 

 

11. Public Market, 1923 [SR] 
 1230 J Street 

The Public Market was designed by Julia Morgan, one of 
the first women to practice architecture in the United 
States, and the famous designer of Hearst Castle at San 
Simeon.  The open interior of the Public Market housed a 
wide variety of produce merchants until it was converted 
to State offices in the 1970s and major interior alterations 
occurred.  In 1999, the interior was remodeled to serve 
as the lobby for the Downtown Sheraton Grand Hotel.  
Note the interior roof monitor/skylights that were 
preserved along with what remained of the mezzanine 
area above the first floor. 

 

12.  Esquire Theater, 1940 [SR] 
 (now the Imax Theater)  
 1217 K Street 

The façade of the Esquire Theater, 
with its curved forms and horizontal 
bands, is a good example of the 
Streamline Moderne style.  The 
architect, William David, also designed 
the similarly styled Tower Theater on 
Broadway.  Although the interior was 
lost when the theater was converted 

into State offices in the 1970s, the street façade and 
marquee were preserved and incorporated into the 
Esquire IMAX Theater, constructed in 2002. 

 

13. Weinstock, Lubin and Company Department Store, 
1924 [SR]   

 1130 K Street 

The K Street façade of this former department store 
features an arched entry four stories high and topped by 
a large terra cotta cartouche.  The company was founded 
in the 1870s by the half-brothers Harris Weinstock and 
David Lubin.  Once the largest department store in 
Sacramento, the building was designed by the 
architectural firm of Powers and Ahnden, and later 
converted to office use. 

 

14. Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, 1887 [SR]   
 1017 11th Street 

Architect Brian Clinch based the towered west façade of 
this Baroque style cathedral on L’Eglise de la Trinite in 
Paris, completed twenty years earlier.  The Sacramento 
church was given additional grandeur by the addition of a 
dome over the crossing of nave and transept, and was the 
largest cathedral west of the Mississippi until the 1960s.  
Interior stained glass windows, historic and 
contemporary, are well worth a return visit.  An extensive 
restoration of this beautiful building, which included 
reopening its central dome on the interior, was completed 
in 2005. 

 

15. Pacific Gas & Electric Headquarters, 1912 [SR] 
 1100 K Street 

PG&E used this building as headquarter offices until 1966 
(the Architect is unknown).  Rich terra cotta detailing at 
the ground and top floors reflect a Classical Revival 
treatment, while horizontal fenestration bands recall 
Chicago School influence.  

 

16. El Cortez Apartments, 1914 [SR] 
 1100 11th Street 

Originally named the Howe 
Apartments, for Bertha Howe, the El 
Cortez Apartments were built in 1914. 
Over the years, many legislators have 
lived here because of the building’s 
proximity to the Capitol.  The brick 
and terra cotta building employs rich 
elements of Spanish design, including 

arched openings and tile finishes.  Projecting balustraded 
window balconies are supported by corbels with the faces 
of figures.  The building is topped by a tiled canopy with 
richly decorated coffering. 

 

17. Hotel Regis, 1912, [SR,CR,NR] 
 1106 11th Street 

The Hotel Regis was built in 1912.  The form and 
proportions of this corner landmark suggest Chicago 
School influence, with extensive classical ornamentation 
reflective of the architecture of Louis Sullivan.  The first 
floor is distinguished from the upper stories by a 
projecting belt course with a swirl patterned terra cotta 
fascia above a dentil course.  Cast terra cotta ram’s heads 
and floral swags are mounted at the 4th floor corners of 
the K Street façade.  The projecting terra cotta cornice is 
richly ornamented with decorative fascia, moldings, 
soffits, and scroll shaped modillions at the eaves. 

 

18. Ransohoff’s Store, 1910 [SR] 
 1029-31 K Street   
 The Ransohoff’s Building was constructed around 1910 for 

the Mohr and Yoerk Company pork curing business and 
deli, with the “Parkview Apartments” above.  In 1933, the 
building was remodeled into the Bon March department 
store and Moderne design elements were added.  
Architect George Sellon, who designed the California 
Western Life Building at 926 J Street (see #4.), may have 
designed the 1933 remodel of the Ransohoff’s Building. 
Most recently, the building was remodeled in 2005 to 
become the Pyramid Brewery. Note the Prairie style and 
Moderne style influences such as wide overhanging eaves, 
zig-zag bands, and deco patterned accent panels. 

 
19. Crest Theater, 1912 [SR] 
 1013 K Street 

The last of the movie palaces in 
downtown Sacramento, the Crest was 
originally a vaudeville house named 
the Empress Theater, designed by Lee 
De Camp.  In 1918 it was remodeled 
for “moving pictures” and renamed the 
Hippodrome.  The Moderne interior 
and flamboyant neon marquee date to 

a 1949 remodeling when it was renamed the Crest.  The 
marquee, recently restored to period accurate colors, is 
testament to its role as the oldest theater in continuous 
use remaining in Sacramento.  

 
 
 
 
 

20. Senator Theater Building, 1911 [SR] 
 910 K Street 

The former Senator Theater building is distinguished by 
its mansard roof with five dormers, each alternating with 
curved and gabled rooflines. Fluted pilasters line each 
side of the façade. The building originally served in the 
early part of the 20th century as a social hall for German-
Americans, named Turner Hall, and was remodeled in 
1922 to become the lobby for the Senator (later Fox) 
Theater.  The building was again remodeled at a later 
date to accommodate storefronts at the first story. 

 

21. Forum Building, 1911   
 1107 9th Street 

The present façades of the Forum Building, originally 
designed by Sacramento architect Rudolph Herold, was 
altered to its current appearance with Gladding McBean 
and Company terra cotta cladding and Art Deco style 
detailing.  The main entrance on 9th Street features Art 
Deco motifs.  This building strongly relates to the 
Moderne IOOF Building across the street (see 22.) 

 

22. IOOF Building, 1870 [SR] 
 1017-1031 9th Street 

The original 1870 building designed by A.A. Bennet was 
an ornate Second Empire Temple built for the American 
Odd Fellowship, a benevolent organization providing relief 
to sick members and others in need.  Architect Charles 
Dean transformed the building into a Moderne style in 
1936 with blue-green and black terra cotta tile from 
Gladding McBean and Company. 

 

23. Hale Brothers Store, 1881 [SR,CR] 
 825 K Street 

The present building is a collection of joined buildings and 
additions, unified by a 1909 remodeling which included 
the rusticated stone on the corner bays and large, 
Chicago Style windows filling the bays of the upper floors.  
A 1950s skin of aluminum was removed in 1972, and the 
storefronts were restored in the early 2000s, restoring the 
building to its 1909 appearance. 

24. Kress Store, 1931 [SR,CR]   
 818 K Street 

The Kress chain of “five and dime” stores was known for 
its Art Deco style buildings, and this is a particularly fine 
example.  It was designed by the Los Angeles architect 
John Fleming.  The ornament features stylized flowers, 
chevrons, and incised vertical lines on the marquee and 
spandrels between the windows, columns, and cornice. 

  

25. Oschner Building, 1904 [SR,CR]  
 717 K Street 

The five-story Oschner Building is one of downtown 
Sacramento’s few remaining office buildings from this 
early period.  Named for John Oschner, a barrel 
manufacturer, the building housed the offices of doctors, 
dentists, and lawyers behind its many round and unusual 
canted bay windows on the upper floors.  The restrained 
classical ornament is typical of this later phase of the 
Queen Anne style. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Levinson’s Bookstore [SR]  
 1014 10th Street 

Though there are no building permit 
records from the 19th century, it is 
likely that some part of the building 
had been constructed in the late 19th 
century.  In 1954 the façade of this 
older building was remodeled to bring 
a bit of medieval England to downtown 
Sacramento, establishing Levinson 

Book Store and three apartments above.  Later the 
building was remodeled again for a charm school.  Note 
the classic terrazzo advertisements incorporated into the 
sidewalk on either side of the entrance.  

 
6. Fred Mayes Jewelers’ Clock, 1925-1935 [SR]   
 1008 J Street 

 Unique in Sacramento, this street 
clock originally featured a classical 
design and was located in front of 
Monk Jewelers on K Street, near the 
Crest Theater.  Between 1938 and 
1942 Monk redesigned the clock in a 
Moderne style, outlining the clock face 
in neon and topping the circle with a 

diamond solitaire to resemble a ring.  In 1946 Monk 
moved the clock and his business to its current location 
on J Street, and in 1963 he sold the business to Fred 
Mayes.  Mayes maintained the clock through the 1990s 
and completed a restoration of the clock in 1993.  Today 
the clock is owned and maintained by the City of 
Sacramento, and a complete restoration is planned for 
2010. 

 

7. Graff Residence, 1878 [SR] 
 915 11th Street  

This handsome Italianate residence 
was built for Marcus Graf, a 
manufacturer of billiard cues.  
Italianate features include bracketed 
eaves, pedimented windows, and 
balustrades atop the porch roof and 
bay window.  The house is an unusual 
survivor in an area that now primarily 
contains commercial buildings. 

 
8. Elks Building, 1926 [SR] 
 921 11th Street 

The fourteen-story Elks Building was 
for many years the tallest building in 
Sacramento, surpassing the California 
Western Life Building that was 
completed the previous year (see #4).  
Designed by Sacramento architect 
Leonard Starks, the building 
incorporates 330 tons of terra cotta 

from the Gladding McBean Company for cornices, 
moldings, friezes, urns, medallions, and quoins. 

 

9. Raised Streets and Underground Sidewalks  
Between 1863 and 1876, the City of Sacramento passed 
an ordinance to raise its streets in response to chronic 
flooding of the downtown.  Individual property owners 
were responsible for hiring contractors to build brick, 
buttressed street retaining walls to support the street infill 
and then cap the sidewalk to meet the new grade level.  
An example brick retaining wall is visible at the empty lot 
on J Street between Eleventh and Twelfth Streets.  The 
raised streets are visible from the alleys downtown, which 
were not raised and therefore dip to the original street 
grade.  A good example is located at the J/K Alley 
between 10th and 9th Streets. 




